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REVIEWS 


American men of science; a biograph- 
ical directory, ed. by J. McKeen Cat- 
tell and Jaques Cattell. 6th ed. 2514 
em. N. Y., Science pr., 1938. viii, 
1608p. $12. 


According to the preface, there are 
about 28,000 entries in the latest edition 
of this carefully selected and well edited 
list of living Americans who have con- 
tributed to the advancement of science. 
The standards for inclusion are, the pub- 
lishers state, ‘nearly the same as fellow- 
ship in the American association for the 
advancement of science or membership 
in the national scientific societies having 
research as a qualification.” Scientists 
of Canada, Hawaii and the Philippine 
islands are included. 

In format and in the kind of informa- 
tion given, the volume is similar to 
the fifth edition reviewed in the Sudb- 
scription Books Bulletin, July 1933. 
Few personal details are included. Infor- 
mation concerns chiefly the professional 
life of the subject, whose address, date 
and place of birth, education, positions, 
societies, honors, and main fields of re- 
search are given. 

Biographies of persons included in 
earlier editions have been revised to bring 
them up to date. In many cases certain 
minor errors which appeared in the fifth 
edition have been corrected. 

“A selection has again been made by 
their colleagues of the two hundred and 
fifty who in the course of five years have 
attained a position among our leading 
scientific workers,” 
“They are marked by a star with ‘6’ as 
Those selected for 


the preface states. 


an index number.” 


previous editions are similarly indicated 
by a star with the edition number. 

A list of American men of science who 
have died since the publication of the fifth 
edition is appended. 

The need for a list of abbreviations, 
particularly of scientific societies, will 
occasionally be felt by users unfamiliar 
with such organizations, 

The volume is well printed on good 
paper. The joint of the tan buckram 
binding appears weak. 

American men of science, sixth edition, 


is recommended. 


The Book of the universe, encyclo- 
pedic atlas and universal gazetteer. ... 
35 x 27 cm. Cleveland, World syn- 
dicate pub. co. [cl1937] 264p. Asa 
newspaper premium, blue cloth ed. 
$1.29; Florentine de luxe ed. $1.97. 


This is the same as a volume sold 
in the trade under the title, 
Matthews-Northrup new international 
atlas (N. Y., Blue ribbon books, $2.95). 
The maps were engraved and printed by 
the J. W. Clement co., Matthews- 
Northrup works, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Colored maps make up 95 of the 264 
pages. The remainder contain miscel- 
laneous material, such as astronomical 
charts and a few small economic maps in 
black and white, a brief illustrated 
gazetteer of the world, lists of the seven 
wonders of the ancient and medieval ages, 
parks, dams, waterfalls and 
other physical features, railway and high- 
way mileage charts, and brief statistics 


retail 


national 


of foreign trade, immigration, aero- 


nautics, temperature of cities, etc. 
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A gazetteer index of the world pre- 
cedes the maps. The indexes of cities, 
p.174-264, include the following: an 
index of the United States arranged by 
states, followed by an alphabetical index 
of cities of United States possessions ; an 
index of Canada by provinces; and an 
alphabetical index of foreign cities. 
Though the indexes for the United States 
and Canada are comprehensive, listing 
the smallest villages, that of foreign cities 
is limited to about 4,500 entries, includ- 
ing apparently only the most important 
cities. 

Population figures and other statistical 
data, which were checked to a consider- 
able extent, appear accurate and up to 
date. The source of such data is some- 
times given. 

Perhaps the most noteworthy and 
creditable feature of the 95 colored maps 
is their remarkable clearness, due to 
legible typography, freedom from ex- 
cessive detail, and the clear marking of 
boundaries. The coloring is unusually 
attractive. The more important moun- 
tain ranges and elevations are indicated 
by shading which resembles hachuring. 
Relative importance of places is indicated 
by size of type, and capitals and county 
seats are clearly marked. In the case of 
important foreign cities, the English as 
well as the vernacular form of the name 
is given. 

The maps appear to be accurate and in 
most cases up to date. An exception was 
noted on the maps of South America in 
the representation of French Guiana with 
its former boundaries, though the division 
in 1933 to form the territory of Inini is 
noted in the gazetteer. While most of 
the major geographic divisions of the 


world are adequately represented, there 
is no satisfactory map of Austria, which 
appears in entirety only on a very small 
scale on a general map of Europe. 

The copy of the atlas examined is 
flexibly and attractively bound in blue 
cloth. 

The Book of the universe is primarily 
a volume for home use and cannot be 
compared in wealth of detail and other 
respects with the large reference atlases 
which are indispensable in libraries. Be- 
cause of the admirable clearness of the 
maps and other commendable features 
mentioned above, it is recommended as 
as an inexpensive atlas for home use and 
for supplementary use in libraries, espe- 
cially where small atlases are needed for 
circulation. 


Dictionary of American biography, 
index, volumes I-XX. N.Y., Scrib- 
ner, 1937. [viii] 613p. $15. 


The first five volumes of the Diction- 
ary of American biography were briefly 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January 1931. In 1930 an index to 
volumes I-IV was published, chiefly to 
indicate the extent to which the editorial 
program had been brought forward to 
that date. Upon the completion of the 
set with the publication of volume XX 
in 1936, the editors found themselves 
unable to carry out their original plan 
of preparing a comprehensive index. The 
compilation was accordingly undertaken 
by the publishers on their own responsi- 
bility. 

This index to the complete set follows 
the plan of the partial one mentioned 
above, being composed of the following 
sections: (1) an alphabetical list of the 
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biographies, giving the dates of the per- 
son’s birth and death, volume and page 
references, and names of contributors, 
(2) an index of contributors listing the 
biographies prepared by them, (3) a list 
of states of the United States and of 
foreign countries with names of the bi- 
ographees born in each, (4) a list of 
schools and colleges with names of the 
biographees who attended them, (5) an 
occupational index, (6) a topical index, 
including “distinctive topics about which 
there are definite statements and discus- 
sions and not merely the mention of the 
topic.” 

The first of these lists seems of little 
practical value in view of the alphabetical 
arrangement of the biographies them- 
selves. The second is of interest as an 
aid in making a critical appraisal of the 
set as judged by its authorship and as an 
addition to the bibliographical record of 
the contributors. 

The third and fourth sections furnish 
interesting information but are consid- 
erably lessened in value by their incom- 
pleteness. The index of birthplaces 
omits many names found in the set, such 
as Lucille Western under Louisiana and 
Henry Sergeant West and Albert Smith 
White under New York. Africa is not 
included among the foreign countries, 
though it was the birthplace of Phillis 
Wheatley. 

Many inconsistencies and omissions 
and occasional errors were noted in the 
index of schools and colleges. The list 
is limited to institutions in the United 
States, though there is no statement of 
this fact or of the basis for their inclu- 
sion. Length of attendance seems not 
to have determined the selection, as 


George Westinghouse is listed under 
Union college, New York, which he at- 
tended but three months, as a sophomore. 
The Boston Latin school and Phillips 
academy, Andover, Massachusetts, are 
included, but the less famous Durham 
and Peekskill academies attended by 
Grenville Mellen Dodge and Chauncey 
Depew, respectively, are omitted. There 
is no entry for Southern Illinois college 
Greene Lawrence Wharton 
studied. Justin Winsor, the historian, 
Samuel West, clergyman, the theologians, 
Edward Wigglesworth and his son of 
the same name, all of whom graduated 
from Harvard college, are erroneously 
listed under Harvard medical school. 
In the index of occupations it was the 
intention of the compilers to enter names 
under the descriptive terms used at the 
beginning of the biographical articles, a 
plan which seems to have been followed 
to a considerable extent. Thus, Francis 
Wharton, designated “lawyer, clergy- 
man, teacher, government official, author, 
and editor,” is listed under each of these 
occupations. This scheme, however, 
sometimes permits names to escape from 
classifications in which they would be of 
interest; e.g., Andrew Sloan Draper, 


at which 


who is termed “politician, educator,” and 
so listed in the index, might as appropri- 
ately have been included among the col- 
lege presidents. 

The Topical index furnishes clues to 
many interesting facts within the bio- 
graphical articles, but leaves much to be 
desired in comprehensiveness and shows 
occasional errors, as indicated by the fol- 
lowing examples. Benjamin Franklin’s 
investigations of electricity are not men- 
tioned in the index under Electricity, 
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Electrical energy, or Lightning, though 
those of a contemporary, John Lining, to 
whom Franklin served as mentor on this 
subject, are indexed under Electricity. 
A reference under the latter subject to 
volume XIII, p.388, appears to be an 
error, as no mention of electricity can be 
Under Royal 
society there is a reference to the 
life of Paul Dudley, one of the few 
Americans elected to the society but no 
indication of the equally interesting fact 
that John Winthrop, 1605-76, was, as 
his biography states, the first member of 


found on this page. 


the society resident in America. 

Unidentified references under a topic 
to volume and page only are likely to 
prove a source of inconvenience to users, 
as they frequently lead to articles con- 
taining little contribution to the subject; 
e.g., under Poetry, many such references 
lead merely to biographies of poets, al- 
ready adequately indexed in the occupa- 
tional list, which include no actual dis- 
cussion of the subject poetry. 

Pseudonyms are not thoroughly in- 
dexed, though many appear in the in- 
teresting list under Nicknames. Since 
cross references from such pen names as 
Harry Castlemon and Charles Summer- 
field to the real names of the writers are 
lacking in the main set, the inclusion of 
these pseudonyms in the Topical index 
would have been helpful. 

Similar instances could be cited to show 
the extent to which the Index to the Dic- 
tionary of American biography falls short 
of maximum usefulness. Within the lim- 
itations indicated, however, it is of inter- 
est in bringing out certain information 
contained in the biographical articles and 


is recommended to owners of the set. 


The Garden dictionary; an encyclo- 
pedia of practical horticulture, garden 
management and landscape design, ed. 
by Norman Taylor. Boston and 
N. Y., Houghton Mifflin, 1938. green 
buckram $7.50. 


This is a trade reprint of a volume 
priced at $16.25, reviewed in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, July 1936. 
According to the publisher, the reprint 
differs from the subscription edition in 
the omission of full-page photographs 
and half tones and of the thumb index, 
substitution of a new colored frontis- 
piece, the correction of errors through- 
out the text, and a change in binding 
from dark green fabrikoid to light green 
buckram. 


The New junior classics, ed. by Mabel 
Williams and Marcia Dalphin; with 
introd. by William Allan Neilson, and 
introd. to the first ed. by Charles W. 
Eliot; William W. Beardsley, edi- 
torial director. N. Y., P. F. Collier & 
son co., c1938. 2434 cm. 10v. illus. 
$39; to libraries $33. 

This set of selections of literature for 
children is entirely different from the 
Junior classics edited by William Patten, 
copyright 1912-18, reviewed in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, October 1930. 

The 1938 compilation is edited by 
Mabel Williams, superintendent of work 
with schools, New York public library 
and Marcia Dalphin, librarian of the 
public library of Rye, New York. It 
contains fairy tales, fables, legends, hero 
tales, modern stories, and poetry new and 
old. The selections are wisely chosen 
and attractively presented. In some 
cases the stories are shortened, but they 
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are not rewritten. The versions selected 
are excellent and the original illustra- 
tions by such artists as Sir John Tenniel, 
Arthur Rackham, Howard Pyle, Rock- 
well Kent, Pamela Bianco and Boris 
Artzybasheff, are reproduced in color or 
in black and white. The books are well 
bound in fabrikoid, each volume in a 
different color. Attractive end papers 
picture characters from children’s classics. 
The type is large, the margins are wide, 
and the illustrations are well placed on 
the pages. 

Volume 1, Fairy tales and fables, be- 
gins with The great panjandrum, writ- 
ten and illustrated by Randolph Calde- 
cott. The story of the three little pigs 
and The story of the three bears, written 
and illustrated by L. Leslie Brooke, are 
followed by 14 English tales retold by 
Joseph Jacobs. The 7 Irish tales were 
written by Jacobs and Seumas Mac- 
Manus. Thirteen tales from Grimm in 
the Lucy Crane translation are followed 
by 10 tales from Norway translated by 
P. C. Asbjornsen and Sir George W. 
Dasent. The 6 tales from France are by 
Charles Perrault and Madame Leprince 
de Beaumont. The volume includes also 
3 tales from Czechoslovakia by Parker 
Fillmore, 4 from Russia by Valery Car- 
rick and Post Wheeler, 8 from India by 
Joseph Jacobs and Flora Annie Steel, 2 
from Japan by Y. T. Ozaki, and 14 
fables from Aesop. 

In volume 2, Stories of wonder and 
magic, are found modern fairy tales by 
Howard Pyle, Frank R. Stockton, Hans 
Christian Andersen, Henry  Beston, 
Eleanor Farjeon, Walter De La Mare, 
Padraic Colum and others, and 2 stories 
from the Arabian nights. 


Volume 3, Myths and legends, in- 
cludes Greek, Roman and Norse myths 
in the versions by Bulfinch, Kingsley, 
Buckley, Hawthorne and Wilmot- 
Buxton. Six stories from the Jataka 
tales, retold by Marie L. Shedlock, are 
followed by tales of the American Indian 
recorded by Elizabeth DeHuff, Arthur 
Parker, Frank Cushing and George Grin- 
nell. Legends of saints and heroes are 
taken from versions by Horace Scudder, 
Selma Lagerlof, Helen Waddell, Padraic 
Colum and Ella Young. 

Volume 4, Hero tales, contains selec- 
tions from the Odyssey, in the versions 
by George H. Palmer and Padraic 
Colum. “The story of Rustem and 
Sohrab” is told by Helen Zimmern; 
‘The forging of the Sampo” is related 
by James Baldwin. Other classics are 
represented by well-chosen selections: 
“Roland and Oliver,” by James Bald- 
win; “The battle at Roncesvalles,” by 
Isabel Butler; “Chronicle of the Cid,” by 
Mary Wright Plummer; “Beowulf,” by 
John Harrington Cox; “King Arthur,” 
by Beatrice Clay; “The hunting of the 
boar,” from the Mabinogion, by Padraic 
Colum; “Finn and Oisin,” by Thomas 
William Rolleston; “The boyhood of 
Cuchulain,” by Eleanor Hull; and four 
Robin Hood ballads. 

In volume 5, Stories that never grow 
old, selections from Alice in wonderland, 
Don Quixote, Rip Van Winkle, the 
Christmas carol and other favorites are 
abridged, but not changed in vocabulary. 

Volume 6, Stories about boys and girls, 
contains stories written by Kate Douglas 
Wiggin, Mark Twain, Rachel Field, 
Margery Bianco, Eliza Orne White, and 


other modern writers. 
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Volume 7, The animal book, is divided 
into two sections: True adventures, con- 
taining chapters by Will James, Ray- 
mond L. Ditmars, Carl L. Akeley and 
other naturalists; and Stories about an- 
imals, 12 tales by Kipling, Mukerji, and 
other writers. 

In volume 8, Stories from history, are 
found tales of Leonidas, Kanana, Joan of 
Arc, Queen Elizabeth, Molly Pitcher, 
Davy Crockett, Daniel Boone, Lincoln 
and other heroes, by well-known authors 
such as Andrew Lang, Hendrik Willem 
Van Loon, and Carl Sandburg. 

Volume 9, Sport and adventure, begins 
with stories by Owen Johnson, Jackson 
Scholz, Jack London, Conan Doyle, and 
other contemporary writers. Daring 
deeds of Lindbergh, Byrd, Amelia Ear- 
hart, Alan J. Villiers, William Beebe, 
Wilfred Grenfell, and other modern ad- 
venturers, are found in the section headed 
From real life. 

Volume 10 contains poetry, a Reading 
guide, and indexes. An excellent collec- 
tion of poems is arranged in three groups: 
Nursery rhymes, illustrated by Randolph 
Caldecott and Leslie Brooke; Poems of 
childhood and youth; Looking forward. 
The Reading guide gives an overview of 
the set, and for each volume lists for 
further reading not only the books from 
which selections have been made, but 
other excellent versions of similar stories. 
Brief characterizations of the artists 
whose illustrations appear in the New 
junior classics would have been more use- 
ful had they included dates of birth and 
death. ‘Title and author indexes to the 
set complete this volume. 

School or public libraries should 
have most of the books from which the 


selections in the New junior classics are 
taken, but will find the set interesting 
for supplementary purposes where it can 
be afforded. The collection is recom- 
mended for the home in which a well- 
edited set of books introducing the best 
literature for children is desired. 


Salary directory of the principal Amer- 
ican executives in amusement, bank- 
ing, commerce, industry, insurance, 
railroads and utilities, classified and 
alphabetically indexed. 1937-38, v.I. 
24 cm. 110 Midland Ave., Montclair, 
N. J., Universal syndicate, 1938. vii, 
146 [8]p. Annual ed. with quarterly 
supplements $15; without supple- 
ments $10, to libraries $8 ; semiannual 
service, $5. 


“This salary yearbook, or rather 
financial manual, was undertaken to 
provide a compensation record of the 
most outstanding corporation executives 
in America,” according to the introduc- 
“.. . It has been our endeavor to 
list all who may reasonably be sought 


tion. 


out: those in the higher brackets receiv- 
ing $3,000,000 a year or more, as well 
as those receiving $3,000 per annum and 
up.” 

The volume is arranged in three sec- 
tions followed by an index. The first 
section is an alphabetical list of corpora- 
tions, with their addresses and the names 
and salaries of prominent officials of the 
company. The second section, labeled 
“Salary directory—Supplements, April- 
July-October-December 1937,” is a sim- 
ilar alphabetical list of additional cor- 
porations, giving also the home addresses 
of the officials. Together these two sec- 
tions include about 1,000 corporations. 
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Not all the high officials of each company 
are noted, many of equal rank with those 
listed being omitted. For motion picture 
companies, actors, composers, dramatists, 
etc., as well as executives, are listed. 

The third section, p.99-108, is a list 
of ‘Individual ratings and estimates by 
annual incomes or salaries, revised to 
January 31, 1938.” This includes about 
850 persons whom the compiler found it 
difficult to identify with any one com- 
pany. These names, with the main oc- 
cupation and address of each person, are 
arranged according to the amount of the 
income or salary, from $4,200,000 to 
$4,360. 

The alphabetical index is limited to the 
personal names, numbering somewhat 
over 10,000, found in the three sections. 
Symbols designate certain persons “‘pro- 
moted in the rank recently,” “retired or 
resigned lately,” or “deceased recently.” 

The relative brevity of the lists of 
10,000 persons and 1,000 corporations 
appears in view of the fact that nearly 
two million individuals whose incomes 
fall between $3,000,000 and $3,000 and 
over 500,000 corporations annually file 
with the United 


internal revenue. 


income tax returns 
States Bureau of 
Though the companies listed in the Salary 
directory are well known, many others 
equally important do not appear. 

A note at the end of the volume ex- 
plains that most of the figures represent 
salaries ‘from the middle of 1936 to the 
middle of 1937,” though in the case of 
companies which issue reports for the 
calendar year the figures cover 1936 or 


1937. 


duction, “is used herewith not only in 


“Salary,” according to the intro- 


a restricted meaning of professional pay, 


but in a general connotation of any kind 
of remuneration paid in cash for ‘per- 
sonal services rendered’ or paid by a cor- 
poration to an individual or to its officer 
in the form of bonus, stock, commission, 
option, right, royalty, or even in the form 
of fee, pension, gratuity, or other emolu- 
ments incident to his connection with the 
respective company.” The “individual 
ratings’ in the third section are based 
“not on salaries but on annual incomes: 
inheritance, increments, dividends, prof- 
its, and rents.” 

A prefatory notice warns users of the 
book that: “All the facts and latest 
figures contained therein have been veri- 
fied from official sources believed to be 
reliable, but not guaranteed as to absolute 
accuracy or completeness.” No means of 
checking the statistics was available to 
the Committee. The Revenue act of 
1936 requires the Secretary of the treas- 
ury of the United States to submit to 
Congress an annual report showing the 
amounts above $15,000 paid, by corpora- 
tions taxable under the Act, to officers or 
employees as “salary, commission, bonus 
or other compensation for personal serv- 
ices These reports have 
never been officially published for general 
distribution, though they have to some 
extent appeared in the newspaper press. 
The repeal of this publicity provision, 
which, it should be noted, does not in- 
clude salaries in the lower brackets re- 


rendered.” 


ported in the Salary directory, is being 
sought in Congress. 

The binding of the volume examined is 
a substantial blue fabrikoid. Paper and 
typography are poor. 

Due to the vagueness of explanatory 
information, the difference in contents be- 
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tween the variously priced editions is not 
clear. According to a printed circular, 
the “complete annual service” costing $15 
includes “more than 18,000 names, of 
which 10,000 are selectively listed in the 
indexed edition (1938), with de luxe 
leather binding, which sells at $10 (or in 
leatherette paper cover at $8) and 8,000 
names listed in the Supplements for 1938, 
which are mailed to the subscribers 
separately from the bound volume of 160 
pages.” The “Semi-annual Service costs 
$5 for more than 8,000 names, in a loose 
leaf book form, and is sold as an intro- 
ductory subscription to those who later 
on may wish to subscribe to a complete 
annual service, with the privilege of add- 
ing only $5 to their previous subscrip- 
tion.” 

The Salary directory is intended to 
serve “the banker and broker, credit 
man and insurance executive, investor, 
advertiser, salesman, industrialist, social 
worker, and ambitious business man,” 
and also “the statistician, newspaper man, 
and research worker.”” While the volume 
is apparently unique and will undoubtedly 
be of interest to salesmen, advertisers 
and certain other classes of public li- 
brary patrons, its value for any user 
seems greatly limited by the brevity of 
the lists and, above all, by uncertainty 
as to the accuracy of the figures, the 
sources of which are not noted and not 
guaranteed by the compiler. Under such 
particularly 
doubtful that the material can be of value 


+ 


to the statistician or research worker. 


circumstances, it seems 


he Salary directory is not recommended. 


The Social directory of the United 
States. ... 28 cm. 540 N. Michigan 


Ave., Chicago, National social direc- 

tory pubs. [1938] [141p.] $5. 

This publication, according to the pub- 
lishers, attempts “to serve as a guide of 
‘Who’s Who’ in Society in 400 cities 
throughout the nation,” listing ‘“‘the 400 
> in each city. It 
was originally planned as a compilation 


outstanding families’ 


of individual directories for certain cities 
which have been published by the same 
company. 

The volume consists of four sections 
of about equal length covering a total of 
141 unnumbered pages stapled into a 
cover of thin, cloth bound boards. Lists 
of names are printed in three columns to 
the page. According to the individual 
title pages of the four sections, the con- 
tents are as follows: 

“Eastern section, including the states 
of Connecticut, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island. 

“Chicago, Washington, D. C., and 
Western states, including Arizona, Cali- 
fornia, Colorado, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, 
Montana, Nebraska, the Dakotas, Ne- 
vada, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming. 

“Southern section, comprising the 
states of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia. 

“Chicago and Middle West section, 
including states of [IIlinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, and Washington, D. C.” 

The states of New Jersey and Ver- 
mont, though not listed above, are ac- 


Delaware, 
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tually included, the former following 
New York in the Eastern section, while 
three names from Vermont are included 
in the Addendum at the end of this sec- 
tion. 

The entries for Chicago and Wash- 
ington, D. C., in the Western and 
Middle west sections are identical. 
The two lists for Ohio differ, the one 
in the Eastern section containing more 
names than that in the Middle west sec- 
tion. 

States are subdivided by cities, under 
which names of families or individuals 
are alphabetically listed. The cities are 
not in strictly alphabetical order. The 
number of names is disproportionate to 
the size and importance of the various 
cities. For instance, Chicago is repre- 
sented by over 700 names but New York 
by less than 200. There are 70 entries 
for Cincinnati, 38 for New Orleans, 12 
for Cleveland, 45 for Little Rock. Great 
divergence obviously exists between the 
number of names included in the na- 
tional compilation and in the directories 
for individual cities of which it is in- 
tended to be composed. The Little Rock 
social directory, 1937 edition, for in- 
stance, contains approximately 700 en- 
tries. 

Entries usually include in the follow- 
ing order: The individual’s name, ad- 
dress, telephone number, clubs, colleges, 
with college organizations, and names of 
children with their colleges and organiza- 
tions. Joint entries are used for husbands 
and wives, and the same type of informa- 
tion is given for each, the wife’s maiden 
name being also noted. Some entries 
give only name, address, and telephone 
number, due, according to an explana- 


tory note, to the fact that many persons 
“for various reasons, prefer to omit col- 
leges, clubs, and other data.” Mis- 
spelled names and confused information 
in regard to activities of husbands, wives 
and children frequently appear. For 
example, a college attended by the child 
of an individual is listed as if attended 
by the parent, or the clubs to which a 
deceased husband belonged are listed un- 
der the widow’s name. 

The “Addendum” following the 
Eastern section includes people from 
southern, middle western and western 
states. A note explains that: “Included 
under this heading are listings chosen at 
random from other sections of the com- 
Some few are added to 
correct typographical errors in earlier 


plete directory. 


editions, and some who responded late 
for alphabetical compilation.” 

The “Addendum” to the Southern 
section, which omits descriptive data, in- 
cludes persons for whom fuller informa- 
tion appears in the main part of the 
section, as well as additional names. 

With such arrangement as that indi- 
cated, the absence of a general table of 
contents or index makes consultation dif- 
ficult. 

It seems obvious that a directory ade- 
quately representing the socially promi- 
nent of the entire nation could hardly 
be encompassed within so few pages. 
The limited selection of names for cer- 
tain important cities, already cited, in- 
dicates how far this volume falls short 
of being a representative compilation. 
The unsystematic arrangement and other 
evidences of faulty editing, such as in- 
accuracies and repetitions, detract from 
the possible usefulness of the meager lists 
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included. 


recommended. 


The Social directory is not 


A Standard dictionary of Canadian 
biography, the Canadian who was 
who; v.1. Eds., Charles G. D. Roberts 
and Arthur L. Tunnell. Library ed. 
24 cm. Toronto, Trans-Canada pr., 


1934. 562p. $20. 


This volume, according to the preface, 
contains accounts of the lives of over 400 
Canadian men and women, representing 
all professions, who died between the 
years 1875 and 1933. “The majority of 
these belonged completely to Canada. A 
few were (a) either born in Canada and 
lived chiefly abroad or, (b) born outside 
of Canada, touched in some significant 
way our national life. ... 

“The period 1875-1933 was chosen to 
begin with, in order to avail ourselves of 
the first hand evidence of living contem- 
poraries while it was still possible to do 
so.” According to a statement in a pub- 
lisher’s brochure, this volume “is in the 
main concerned with those born in the 
forties to sixties of the last century.” In 
the A-M section of the alphabet approxi- 
mately one third of the biographees 
were born either before 1840 or since 
1869. The 56 names beginning with A 
and B are equally divided between per- 
sons who died during the period 1900-20 
and those who died during the period 
1921-33. A superficial survey of the en- 
tire volume reveals only 5 who died be- 
fore 1900. 

As the preface admits, not all the emi- 
nent persons who belong to the stated 
period are included. Sir William Ostler, 
1849-1919, and Sir Gilbert Parker, 
1860-1932, are among the omissions. 


Such names will be added to later vol- 
umes of the series. “The plan of this 
work involves inclusion in the next and 
subsequent issues of all the major figures 
in our history who do not appear in this 
volume, together with those secondary 
figures who provide some of the most 
interesting biographies and who have a 
distinct claim to rescue from oblivion.” 
Volume 2 is scheduled for publication in 
October 1938, and will be reviewed in 
a later issue of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. 

The geographical distribution of 
names in the first volume is good, cover- 
ing the whole of Canada in fair propor- 
tion. 

A comparison was made of the names 
beginning with D in this volume and in 
the Encyclopedia of Canada, reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin, Octo- 
ber 1935, which contains the revised ver- 
sion of Wallace’s Dictionary of 
Canadian biography. Of the 23 names 
in the D section of the Standard diction- 
ary of Canadian biography, volume 1, 9 
are not in the Encyclopedia of Canada. 
In the biographical dictionary the life 
and work of the subject is discussed in 
greater detail than in the Encyclopedia of 
Canada. The sketches of Alexander 
Graham Bell and Bliss Carman, for in- 
stance, limited to two thirds of a column 
and to slightly more than one column, 
respectively, in the Encyclopedia of 


Canada, cover 7% pages and 5 pages, 


VY 
respectively, in the Standard dictionary. 
According to the latter’s preface: “Full 
data from every possible source both here 
and abroad has [sic] been sought in order 
to provide more than a mere chronology, 


and to give the reader a sharp and com- 
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prehensive impression of the personality 
and achievement of each person treated.” 

Books, newspapers, magazines, and 
other reference sources, including “pri- 
vate information,” are listed at the end 
of articles. Each biography is signed 
with the initials of the contributor. The 
key to these initials, at the front of the 
volume, shows the writers to be authors 
of repute, college and university profes- 
sors, and others who seem well qualified 
for the task. 

The projected series may be criticized 
upon the basis of this first volume for the 
apparent lack of a more clear-cut, logical 
plan for the inclusion of names. If each 
subsequent volume contains, like volume 
1, a complete alphabet, the set will be- 
come difficult to use unless a general in- 
dex is provided. Considered as an inde- 
pendent volume, the Standard dictionary 
of Canadian biography furnishes, for the 
persons included, interesting and reliable 
material not available in other collections 
containing Canadian biography. It is 
recommended for large libraries in which 
there is great demand for such material. 


The Universal dictionary of the 
English language; ed. by Henry Cecil 
Wyld. Consolidated book publishers, 
inc., 1938. buckram $10.50; de luxe 
ed., simulated antique calf, $19.50, 
with standard discount to libraries. 


The original English edition of this 
dictionary was reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, October 1934. This 
new edition includes an “American pref- 
ace” by Allen Walker Read, assistant 
editor of the Dictionary of American 
English, reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, April 1937. In his pref- 


ace Mr. Read states: ‘Professor Wyld’s 
work has not been altered in these pages.” 
According to the publishers, 12 pages of 
words omitted from previous editions and 
new words coined since the edition of 
1932 have been added to the American 
edition. 

The Consolidated book publishers have 
also issued.editions of this work in three 
and five volumes respectively, bound in 
buckram and priced at 98 cents per vol- 
ume, which they state are being with- 
drawn from publication. 


Who’s who in music, ed. by Sir Landon 
Ronald. Carmelite St., London E.C, 
4, Shaw pub. co., c1937. 22 cm. 333p, 
20/-. 

According to a statement in the table 
of contents this volume lists more than 
8,000 musicians and composers chosen 
from all branches of music. Many little- 
known teachers of music are included. 
The selection represents chiefly the 
British isles. Among the 239 names of 
the Ba section, for example, 233 are 
musicians born in or living in the British 
isles, four are from South Africa, one is 
from Australia, and one from Germany. 
Fritz Kreisler, Ignace Paderewski, and 
Arturo Toscanini are among the distin- 
guished non-British musicians included. 

The editor, who died during the sum- 
mer of 1938, was a well-known com- 
poser and conductor. 

The information given seems to be ac- 
curate but varies greatly in the amount 
of detail. According to the foreword, 
“No attempt has been made in subediting 
this book to represent relative importance 
by the number of lines devoted to the in- 


dividual entries.” In some cases only the 
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subject of special interest and the address 
are given; in others the place and date of 
birth, kind of education, degrees, posi- 
tions, marriage and children, special sub- 
jects of interest, recreations, and address 
are found, and in the case of some com- 
posers, a short list of the best-known 
works. 

In addition to the biographies, Who’s 
who in music includes a discussion of 
musical copyright, an obituary for 1936- 
37, a music bibliography, directories of 
music publishers, music newspapers and 
periodicals, music agents, manufacturers 
of gramophone records, musical associa- 
tions, etc., a record of music festivals, a 
list of music critics of the national press, 
and an index to musical services and sup- 
ply companies. This 
limited almost entirely to the British 


information is 


isles. 

The text is set two columns to a page 
in small type with entries in small bold- 
face. The paper is not of good quality, 
and the unevenly shaded print, poor 
spacing, and excessively narrow margins 
give a crowded, unreadable appearance 
to the page. The binding is black cloth 
of medium quality, sewn on tapes. 

The more important musicians in- 
cluded in this volume appear also in other 
compilations of contemporary biography 
found in most libraries. /Vho’s who in 
music is therefore of interest mainly to 
those libraries and individuals who re- 
quire information on the little-known 
musicians of the British isles. For that 
purpose it is recommended. 


World atlas, ed. by H. W. Glasgow, as- 
sisted by Carl J. Furr, Mary Fitger, 
Richard Hooker, N. T. Jensen, James 


A. McDevitt, Hunter Pinney, Burke 
Smith, jr. 8v. 23 cm. Chicago, 
Geographical pub. co., c1937. illus. 
maps. Sold to the general public only 
in combination with other subscription 
sets; price varies accordingly; special 
price to schools and libraries $12.60. 

This is a copiously illustrated geo- 
graphical reference work containing maps 
and general descriptive material on the 
countries of the world. The contents 
of the individual volumes are as fol- 
lows: v.I-III, States and possessions of 
the United States, the states alphabeti- 
cally arranged; v.IV, Canada, Mexico, 
Central America, South America; v.V, 
Europe (except Russia) ; v.VI, USSR in 
Europe, Africa, Palestine; v.VII, Asia, 
including Turkey and Asiatic USSR; 
v.VIII, Australia, Insular groups, with 
a brief historical survey of “The world 
and man.” 

The editor, H. W. Glasgow, is a Fel- 
low, History of cultures, University of 
Chicago. Information on his assistants 
was not available, except that one, Rich- 
ard Hooker, is a journalist connected 
with the Springfield Republican. 

For country in- 
formation on the following topics is 
given: Topography, climate, natural re- 
sources, flora and fauna, industries, trans- 


each state or 


portation, people, education, and im- 
There is a noticeable lack 
of uniformity in the treatment of this last 
topic. The three largest cities, New 
York, Chicago, and Philadelphia, are 
The cities of 
Georgia are given three-fourths of a 
page, but those of Missouri, including St. 
Louis and Kansas City, are given only 
one short paragraph. 


portant cities. 


given special articles. 
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This descriptive material seems on the 
whole reliable and up to date, though a 
few exceptions were noted. It is too 
strictly factual in nature to appeal greatly 
to the general reader. The style fre- 
quently deserves criticism for lack of 
clarity or concreteness, due to inexact 
wording, confusing sentence structure, or 
a failure to amplify certain information. 
The following statements may be cited 
as examples: v.VI, p.1759, “[Baluchi- 
stan] belongs politically to India; three- 
sevenths of which is a British Province 
under British administration, and the 
remainder comprising native states under 
British control”; v.V, p.1299, “Iceland 
remained a possession of Denmark until 
1918 when it became a sovereign state, 
however she still pays allegiance to the 
Danish king”; v.IV, p.1001, an un- 
elucidated statement regarding Haiti 
that “Much of the internal transporta- 
tion is by primitive methods and by 
hand.” 

The maps, each covering two pages, 
are political only. They are generally 
clear and legible. With few exceptions, 
elevation is not indicated either by color- 
ing or hachuring. Many places men- 
tioned in the text could not be located 
on the maps, so that more comprehensive 
maps from other sources will occasionally 
be needed to supplement those in the 
W orld atlas. 

Maps are not always found with the 
descriptive material for their particular 
localities. Those of Arizona and Arkan- 
sas, for example, are included in the text 
In the case of China, the 
two maps appear with the text describing 
India and Iran, v.VII, p.1890-91 and 
1894-95 while the text 


on Alabama. 


respectively, 


covers p.1787-1840. In several in- 
stances text and maps appear in dif- 
ferent volumes, e.g., Palestine, text in 
v.VI, p.1691-98, map in v.VII, p.1806- 
07, and Cuba, text in v.I1V, p.993-98, 
map in v.III, p.746-47. 

The set is continuously paged. Each 
volume has its own table of contents and 
list of maps, and each contains an index 
to its maps. The indexes include only 
cities and towns, alphabetically arranged 
under the name of the state or country 
in which they are located. In volume 
VIII, p.2269-2300 a general index to 
the text includes “the important coun- 
tries, lakes, rivers, mountains, cities and 
miscellaneous facts of geography” which 
are covered in the eight volumes. Al- 
though this index is useful in locating 
descriptive material, it does not include 
references to maps. Its value for quick 
reference is occasionally marred by in- 
consistent alphabetizing. For instance, 
Lake Washington is found in a list alpha- 
betized under “L,” but Lake Superior 
appears in another list alphabetized under 
“Lake.” <A reference to Lake Como in 
v.V, p.1161, is given in the index under 
that name whereas a reference in v.V, 
p.1312, is entered under “Lago Como.” 
Some errors in the indexes both to maps 
and text were noted. 

Besides location symbols, the map in- 
dexes give population figures. These are 
not dated. The figures for cities of the 
United States in many cases differ from 
those of the official census of 1930, the 
variation being usually slight but occa- 
sionally considerable, as in the case of 
Johnson City, Tennessee, where it 
amounts to 5,000. The figures for 
Canadian cities check with the last official 
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1931, but those for other 
foreign cities do not always agree with 


census of 


those given in the official statistical year- 
In the 


text, total population figures for the 


books of the foreign countries. 


countries follow official statistics fairly 
closely. 

The illustrations are interesting and 
well selected but many are dark and in- 
In some cases they are found at 
a distance from the text they are intended 
to illustrate. 


distinct. 


The print is large and clear, giving the 
page a readable appearance. ‘The set 
exarnined is compactly bound in gold- 
stamped blue fabrikoid which appears 
durable, though the sewing does not seem 
substantial enough to withstand hard use. 

Because of the defects noted, the World 
atlas cannot be considered of major im- 
portance for the home, school or public 
library. As a collection of correspond- 
ing geographical facts about all parts of 
the world, it may be of use in supple- 
menting the geographical information in 
encyclopedias and in geographical read- 
ers and magazines, in the school or public 
library which has frequent need for such 
material. The set is recommended only 
with such reservations. 


PRICE NOTES 


The price of A picturesque tale of 
progress, which was last reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for April 
1936, is now $39.50, or $29.50 to schools 
and libraries, according to the Book 
house for children, publishers of the set. 


Publishers of the Scribner radio music 


library, reviewed in the Subscription 


Books Bulletin for October 1932, an- 
nounce another increase in price since 
that noted in the Bulletin for January 
1938. The price is now $48, with a 30 
per cent discount to libraries, 20 per cent 
discount to music teachers and their 
pupils, and an additional 5 per cent for 
cash deductible from both net prices. 


The G. & C. Merriam company an- 
nounces the establishment, in accordance 
with the fair-trade laws now in force in 
various states, of the following schedule 
of prices and of discounts to educational 
institutions, boards of education, and li- 
braries open to public use: 

W ebster’s new international diction- 
ary, 2d ed. (reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October 1934, p.58), 
buckram $20; sheep $25; India paper, 
buckram $27.50, leather $35; 2v., buck- 
ram $25, sheep $30. Discounts, 1-11 
copies, 10 per cent; 12-23 copies, 15 per 
cent; 24-49 copies, 20 per cent; 50 or 
more copies, 25 per cent. 

W ebster’s new international diction- 
ary; with reference history (reviewed in 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1934, p.62), fabrikoid $31.50; India 
paper, fabrikoid $38.50, leather $47.50; 
3v. buckram $27.50. 

W ebster’s collegiate dictionary, 5th ed. 
(reviewed in Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January 1938, p.13), cloth $4, buck- 
ram $5; thin paper ed., buckram $3.50, 
fabrikoid $5, leather $7, pigskin $8.50. 
Discounts, 1-24 copies, 10 per cent ; 25-49 
copies, 15 per cent; 50-249 copies, 20 
per cent; 250 or more copies, 25 per 
cent. 

Discounts apply only to copies sold 
and shipped at one time. 
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Index — January-October, 1938 
(Vol. 9, Nos. 1-4) 


The index to the Subscription Books Bulletin is cumulated over a four-year period in accord with the Com 


mittee’s recommended procedure of binding four volumes in one. 


to include volume 12 (1941). 


EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL ARTICLES 

Important Notice, O, p.41 

Supreme Court on the “Give Away” Plan, 
Ja, p.1 


REVIEWS 

American educator encyclopedia. Ap, p.17 

American Jewish year book. Ja, p.3 

American men of science. O, p.42 

Automobile engineering. Ap, p.19 

Book of the universe. O, p.42 

. .. Britannica book of the year [1938]. Jl, 
p.33 

Canadian who was who. See Standard dic- 
tionary of Canadian biography 

Canadian who’s who. Ja, p.4 

Careers. Ap, p.20 

Commonwealth vocational-guidance mono- 
graphs. Ja, p.5 

Compendium of American genealogy. Ja, p.6 

Compton’s pictured encyclopedia (note). Ja, 
p.16 

Dictionary of American biography, index, 
v. I-XX. O, p.43 

Encyclopedia of American biography. 
p.22 

Encyclopedia of banking and finance. Ja, p.7 

Encyclopaedia of the social sciences. Ja, p.7 

Garden dictionary [reprint]. O, p.45 

Hammond’s new world atlas. Ja, p.7 

International business directory. See who's 
who in commerce and industry; Interna- 
tional business directory 

Italian-American who’s who. Jl, p.34 

Macmillan’s modern dictionary. Jl, p.35 

Matthews-Northrup atlas. See Book of the 
universe 

Modern encyclopedia (note). Ja, p.16 

National cyclopaedia of American biography. 
Ap, p.23 

indexes. Ap, p.24. 
White’s conspectus. Ap, p.25 

Nelson complete encyclopedia. Ap, p.26 

New comprehensive standard dictionary of 
the English language. Ja, p.9 

New comprehensive standard school diction- 
ary. Ja, p.9 

New junior classics. O, p.45 

New outline of knowledge. Ap, p.27 


Ap, 


The current cumulation will be continued 


Picturesque tale of progress (note). O, p.55 

Salary directory. O, p.47 

Scribner radio music library (note). Ja, p.16; 
O, p.55 

Social directory of the United States. O, p.49 

Standard American encyclopedia. Ja, p.11 

Standard dictionary of Canadian biography. 
O, p.51 

Success. Ja, p.12 

Universal dictionary. O, p.52 

University of knowledge. Jl, p.36 

Van Nostrand’s scientific encyclopedia. Ap, 
p.29 

Webster’s collegiate dictionary. Ja, p.13; 
(price note). O, p.55 

Webster’s new international dictionary (price 
note). O, p.55 

with reference 

O, p.55 

Webster’s students dictionary. Ap, p.30 

White’s conspectus of American biography. 
See National cyclopaedia of American bi- 
ography 

Who’s who in colored America. Ja, p.14 

Who’s who in commerce and industry. Jl, 
p.39 

International business directory. Jl, p.40 

Who’s who in law. Ja, p.15 

Who’s who in music. O, p.52 

World atlas. O, p.53 

World book, British empire edition. Ap, p.31 


history (price note), 





Acteority is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 


tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
tcan Library Association. 
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